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[. Introductio_n

1.1 The Improvemants to Lower Link Farm
Enviranmental Statement (ES) reports the findings of
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of a
scheme of improvement works at the existing
Vitacress Salads site at Lower Link Farm, St Mary
Bourne, Hampshire. The proposed development will
improve the quality ang frashness of VSL's salad
products; will ramove inefficiancies; and will reduce
the costs of the operation. The proposed
development will aiso deiiver erviranmental benefits
such as reduced energy usage and GO, emissions.

1.2 The ES was submitted with a planning
application by Vitacress Salads Ltd {V3L) 1o
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council (BOBC) in
Octaber 2008,

1.3 This document has been produced in
reéspanse to a written request from BDBGC dated 15th
September 2009 to provide additional information,
which it later clarified represented a request under
Regulation 18 (1) and 19 (10) of the EIA Regutations,
on the following matters:

* Information on the raw materials used in the
existing operations at Lawer Link Farm,
including the origin, quantity and type of
produce, and an assessment of tha
potential impacts on the ecalogy and water
gnvironment:

* Information on the waste generatad by the
existing operations at Lower Link Farm
Including details of the storage and
treatment of waste and an agsessment of
the potential impacts on the ecology and
wataer environment;

Improvemerits (o Lower Link Farm

* Information on the past and current levels
of production at Lower Link Farm, inciuding
seasonal variations in production; and,

*  Anassessment to the degree to which the
development applied for could lead to the
capability for increasad productive capacity
on the site,

1.4 VEL has given consideration to  the
Regulation 19 fequest issued by BDBC and
determined the appropriate information nacessary tg
submit in response to the request.  The information
set out in this document is considered to be a
propartionate response to BDRC's request. The next
section of this document fesponds to gach of the
above matters in turn.
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Impravements 1o Lowrer {ini; Farm

2. Response to Regulation 19 Request

2.1 Information on the raw materials used
in the existing operations at Lower Link Farm,
including the crigin, quantity and type of
produce and an assessment of the potential
impacts on the ecology and water

-anvironment

Raw Materials
211 The key raw materials used in the operations
at Lower Link Farm can be summarised as follows,

Salad leaves and vegetables

21.2 The salad leaves ang baby vegstables
processad at Lower Link Farm are seasonally sourced
from Lower Link Farm, and other VSL owned or
contralled farms in the UK, Spain and Portugal. These
sources account for over 80% of the supply. The
balance is sourced from VSL audited and approved
farms in ftaly, France, and occasionally from suppliers
in the USA and Kenya. The seasonal source of salad

Figure 1.1 - Seasonal source of salad products,
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products was illustrated in Figure 1.1 in the ES
submitted with the Planning application. The situation
has changed since the subrmission of the application
with less products being imported from aversgas,
particularly Kenya. Figure 1.1 halow identifies the
seasonal sources for salad products at 2009:

213 The proportion of the different types of salad
products that are usad in the existing operations at
Lower Link Farm fluctuates hoth Seasonally and in
fesponse to the demands 'of individual customers, of
the total of salag products passing through the
packhouse at _ower Link Farm, tha approximate split
between the different types of salad produce is as
follows:

*  15% watercress

*  30% spinach

*  15% wild racket

v 25% other salad isaves

* 15% organic salad jeaves

‘additional occasional shipments of arganic wild roquetie from Ken va.
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»14 Inthe year ending 31st March 2009, VSls
opsrations at Lower Link Farm used a total of 7,861
tonnes of salad leaves. This total includes salad
leaves grown on site (watercress) and that grown and
harvested eisewhere for fransportation  to the
packhouse at Lower Link Farm. The salad leaves are
delivered to the site in plastic crates on a just in time
basis, ready for the operations in the packhouse.

245 Inadditiontoihe guantities listed above, V5L
operations have for many years involved the storage
and distribution of quantities of vegetables alongside
its salad operations. in the year anding 31st March
2003, VSL's operations Used a fotal of 2,636 1onnes of
vegetables, principally potatoes. All potatoes and
vegetaple products are transported within the 60 HGY
movemnents a day identified in the ES and Transport
Assessment. During 2009, the business of storing
and distribution potatoes at Lower Link Farm ceased,
thereby  significantly reducing the amount of
vegetables used to an average of & pallets per week.

016 The proposed development will not, by itself,
_ lead to changes to the nature and quantities of salad
leaves and vegetables used at Lower Link Farm.
Those quantities are directly related io customer
demand.

Water

017 Agnotedinparagraph 11 .21 of the ES, for its
salad washing process VSL pumps water from five
noreholes within the site at Lower Link Farm under the
terms of an abstraction licence issued by the
Environment Agency. V3L 18 licencad to abstract up
to0 9.6 milion cubic metres of water per annum ipara_
11.125 of the ES reters) from boreholes across the site
- no water is abstracted from the Bourne Rivulet, Of
the waler that is abstracted, approximately 88% is
returnied to the river under the terms of the discharge
consente from the Environment Agency that govern
the quality of the watar that can be discharged. As a
result, 2% of the water abstracted is considered to be
of consumptive use (including gvapo-transpiration).

21.8 The vast majority (about 90%) of the water
abstracted is used in the irrigation of the watercress
beds located at the site. The remainder (about 10%) is
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used for salad washing operations within  the
packhouse. Wash water is then filtered and pumped
to watercress beds. The actual rate of abstraction
varies seasonally, in response {0 climatic canditions,
within the terms of the apstraction licence. The
abstraction is considered to be NON-GoNSUMptive as
the water is used for irigation or washing within the
packhouse, and then returned to the ernvironment

thrr ih dierharoac frrv the  cito .:.-.,m A -
wiah  dizehargss TR IRD wns - .

i A1 Dl

information in the “waste products™ section below).

» 1.9 V5L has introduced a numeer of measures at
Lower Link Farm to reduce its water abstraction,
including improvements 0 the Qrocessaes within the
packhouse and, impartantly, the recirculation of filtered
wash water from the packhouse for use in irrigation of
the watercress beds,

5110 The proposed development will not, by itself,
lead to changes to the quantity of water abstracted.

Packaging

7111 Salad leaves are mixed and washed within
the packhouse building at Lower Link Farm, beforg
being packed ready for dispateh to customers. The
plastic crates used 1o deliver the salad leaves 1o the
site are washed and reused.

9112 Primary plastic packaging used for the
finished salad products is defivered to the site from
suppliers and stored on site ready for use.

21.13 Crates used for the dispatch of packed salad
products 1o customers are gither returned washed by
the customers, or returnad unwashed. Over recent
years the propartion returned washed has increased
significantly. The lack of covered storage at the site
means that returned washed crates are currently
shrink wrapped for transit purposes and then stored
outside which is not consistent with VSUs . high
standards of hygiena.

2144 in the 2008/9 financial year & total of 243
tonnes of primary plastic packaging {i.e. film) was
delivered to the site for use. Onaverage thig requires
3 HGV deliveries per week, but this varies depending
upon the season and production levels,
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2.1.18 The proposed development will not, by itself,
lead to changes to the guantity of packaging used,

Other raw materials

21,16 in addition to the key raw materials identified
above, other raw materials used in the operations at
Lower Link Farm include power for fighting, haating
and rmachinery, fuel for vehicles ang equipment,
detergents and chemicals used far cleaning, and
products for agricultural use including watercress
plants and gravel for the beds {when raguirad).

2.1.17 The proposed development will nol lead to
any significant changes in the nature and quantitias of
ather raw materials used.

Assessment of the potential impacts on the
ecology and water environment

2.1.18 The submitted ES at Chapter 11 provides a
full description and review of the current baseline
aquatic ecology and water environment and an
assessment of the impacts of the proposed
development. it concludes that the overail impact of
the proposed development on water quality and

_ hydrology oncs appropriate mitigation measures have

been incorporated is considered to be insignificant.
The propossed development will not, by itself, lead to
changes 1o the nature and quantities of salad ieaves
and vegetables usad, the guantity of water
abstracted, the quantity of packaging used, or any
significant changes in the nature ang quantities of
other raw materials used. It is considered that the
assessment provided at Chapter 11 of the ES remains
accurate and does not need to be updated.

2.2 Information on the waste generated by the
existing operations at Lower Link Farm inciuding
-details of the storage and treatment of waste and
an assessment of the potential impacts on the
ecology and water environment.

Waste

221 The main waste products arising from the
operations at Lower Link Farm can ba summarised as
follows.

Improvements to ! owsr Link Farm

Waste water

2.2.2 The discharge of waste water from VSig
operations at Lower Link Farm is controlled through
gight discharge consents granted by the Environment
Agency. These consents govern the voiume and
guality of water that can be discharged to the
environment from the site. Water iz efther discharged
directly to the Eastern or Western Channel of tha
Bourne Rivulet {as identifisd in Figure 111 in the ES).
2.2.3  Water abstracted for Irigation purposes is
passed through the watercress beds "and then
discharged to the Bourne Rivulst,

2.2.4  Water anising from bed washing operations is
clarified through the following process: the waier is
passed through a suspended solids settisment tank;
then passed through the growing watercress crops:
before being discharged to the Bourne Rivulet.

2.2.5  Wash water from the packhouse operations
fs passed through a series of filter systems in the
packhaouse; then over a 2mm paraiolic screen to
femove leaf debwis; then over softlement trays io.
remove sediment; then passed through  the
watercress beds; befors being discharged into the
Bourne Rivulet.

2.2.6  Asset outin para 11.27 of the ES, VSL has
introduced a number of measures in recent vears to
improve the quality of water discharged from the site,

2.2.7  Approximately 98% of the water used on the
site is discharged to the Bourne Rivulet. The only
consumptive use of water on site is that discharged to
foul drainage; that exported as a component of the
bagged salad products: and that propottion fost
through evapo-transpiration from the watercress
beds. This Is estimated to be a combined total of lkess
than 2% of the abstracted total.

2.2.8 The proposed deveiopment will not, by itself,
lead to changes in the quantity or quality of water
discharged from the site.
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Green waste from the packhouse
operations

209 Green waste from the packhouse operations
includes salad leaf pariicles and other natural materials
remaved either as part of the washing and mixing
processes, of that which is filtered from the
packhouse wash water prior to its recirculation
through the walercrass beds and discharge to the
Bourne Rivulet

22140 Green waste is stared on site prior to its
collection for composting. In the 2008/4 financial vear
a total af approx 480 tonnes of green waste was
removed from the site for composting. On average
this requires 3-5 HGV skip collections per month.

2211 The propased development will ot lead 1o
any significant changes in the quantity of green waste
from the packihouse operations, which will continue to
be remaved from the site for composting. The
devslopment will however relocate the green waste
storage area within the proposed intake bay area.

Agricultural waste arising from watercress
growing

2212 The agricuttural operations on the site result in
the generation of agricultural waste. Agriculiural green
waste is stored on site prior to removal for
composiing, as cstailed above.

5013 As parl of the process of growing watercress,
the watercress beds are cleared and cleaned
periodically pefore being prepared for new plants to

be planted. This typically occurs 3 timeg per annum.

for each individual watercress ped.

9914 Tne beds are formed of gravel on a
consolidated chalk/grave! and fint base, and the
clearing process involves the removal of the old ¢crap
and with it @ certain amount of gravel bound in the root
mat followad by thorough wash down to remove
sccumulated sediments. The gravel is replaced and
tne bed leveled ready for replanting. Plant debris and
gravel removed from the beds is tempeorarily stared in
a stockpile on the north western part of the site, The
gravel from this stockpile is re-used on the farm and
some has been exported to other VSL watercress

Addendum to the Ervimnmental Statement - Novernber 2(;‘09

sarms. The company has also worked with the EAt0
fing an outiet for a proportion of accumulated grave!
that is In excess 10 anticipated own-use demand.

2215 The quantty of agricultural green wasle
removed for recycling is included within the green
waste figure in para 2.2.10 abovs. The guantity of
gravel removed and stockpiied on site varies from zero
tn 200 tannee ner manth depending on tha COZTTN.
29216 The proposed development will not alter the
nature and quantity of agricultural waste arising.

Packaging waste

5047 Gardhoard waste is passed through the
existing compagctor on site, prior to its removal for
recycling. Plastic packaging waste is storec| on site

- prior to its removai for recycling.

2548 In the 2008/2 financial year a iotat of 90
1onnes of cardboard and plastic packaging waste was
removed from the site. This now requires Jess than 1
HGV collection per month on average.

7219 The proposed development will not alter the
nature and quantity of packaging waste arising.
However, the proposed development will relocate the
exigling compactor 10 a new location to the narth of
the service yard.

Other Waste

29290 |n addition 1o lhe waste areas identified
ahove, the office and ancillary operations on the site
produce waste streams that are coliected for recycling
such as paper, plastic, glass, cardboard, toner
cartridges and other office products. Any residual
waste is collected through the normal commercial
waste collection service for removal, retrieval and
recycling where appropriate and ultimately disposal at
licenced waste sites.

Assessment of the potential impacts on the
ecology and water environment

2 091 The submitied ES at Chapter 11 provides &
full deseription and review of the current baseline
aquatic ecology and water environment and an
assessment of the impacts of the proposed
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development. It concludes that the overall impact of
the proposed development on water quality and
hydrology once appropriate mitigation measures have
been incomporated is considered to be insignificant.
The: praposad development wil nat, by itself, lead to
changes in the quantity or quality of water dischargad
from the site, or any significant changes in the quantity
of green waste, agricultural waste or packaging waste
arising at the site. It is consicared that the
assessment provided at Chapter 11 of the £8 remains
accurale and does not need to be updated,

2.3 Information an the past and current levels
of production at Lower Link Farm, including
seasonal variations in production.

231 As a customer focused agricuttural
enterprise, VSIS production levels at Lower Link Farm
are driven by customer requirements. V5LUs contracts
with key customers specify the quantity ang type of
salad products required and the times and locations
that the customer requires deliveries 1o be macle,

2.3.2 Production levels therefore  fiuctuate
throughout the year in response to Ccustomer's
requirements. Customer demand ig ftself largety
dictated by the seasonal demand for pPacked salad
products amongst consumers, with variations in
demand highly influenced by prevaiing weather
canditions.

200 G iie pasis of historic production levels,
VSUs peak monthly production ocours in the summer.
There is also a strong demand during the Christmas
week.

234 The following graph gives the details of tha
seasonal fluctuation in production at Lower Link Farm.
This reflects the changes in demand from CUustormers.

2.3.5  The graph shows that there Is & clear annua
trend, with more sald in the summer than in the winter
(@n appro¥imate ratio of 2:1). The graph also shows
that during the summer the peak week varies from
year to year depending mainfy on the weather,
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n3.6 VSL does not consider that a forecast of the
future production levels for Lower Link Farm is relevant
to the consideration of the proposed development for
which planning permission is sought. This was clearly
staled in paragraphs 3.289 1o 3 91 ot the ES submitted
with the planning application. Production levels at the
cite are driven by customer requirements which are in
turn dictaled by the state of the wider economy,
consumers' seasonal demand for salar nrncnets an
prevaiing  weather conditions. The proposed
development will not alter this pasition.

227 The productive capacity at the site is
determined by the physical size of the area of the
packhouse buiding that 18 devoted to the washing,
mixing and packing of salad products. This physical
gpace will not be altered by the development for which
permission is sought.

2.4 An assessment of the degree 1o which the
development applied for could lead to the
capability for increased productive capacity on the
site

241 The Council has specifically requested an
assessment of the degree to which the development
applied for could lead to the capabiiity for increased
productve capadity on the site. Put simply, it wili not,

542 The exsting intake and dispatch operations,
whilst inefficient in cost and environmental terms, are
not a conslrainl on the productive capacity of the
packhouse. Production within the packhouse, as has
_been stated numerous times, is dictated by customer
requirements for VSL's products. There 1s fiexibility
within the packhouse to vary production in response

to customer reguirements and the ability to do this is

essantial o the business.

n 43 There are three theoretical ways 10 increase
capacity in the packhouse. The first would be 10
reduce downtime. Nothing in this proposal will reduce
downtime. The second is 10 builg more productive
floor space in which to put additional machines. This
proposal will not add productive fioor space. The third

wouid be 10 introduce new technology if it were to.

become avaliable. No new technology exists at this
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time and nothing in this propusal s associated with
rew technology. The proposals will close two breaks
in the cold chain, reduce double handiing of salad
products and associatad vehicle movemeants within
the site, thus enalbling a more cost effective and
environmentally sensitive operation of the site.
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3. Conclusions

3.1 The proposed development will not change
the nature of the operaticnal processes that take place
at Lower Link Farm. It will improve the guality and
freshness of the salad product, remove insfficiencies
and reduce costs of the operation, and deliver
environmental bengfits inciuding reduced energy
usage and CO2 emissions.

3.2 Section 2,1 of this ES addendum identifies
the nature and quantities of the raw materials used in
the current operations at Lower Link Farm and the
effect of the proposed development on these
Operations.  The infarmation identifies that the
proposed developmant will not give rise to any
significant change to raw material usage at the site.

3.z Section 2.2 of this ES addendum identifies
types, guantities and destination of waste generateq
by the current cperations at Lower Link Farm and tha
gifect of the proposed developmenl on these
operations. The information  identifies that the
proposed development will not give rise to any
significant change in waste gengration at the site.

3.3 Section 2.3 of this ES addendum identifies
the production levels af L ower Link Farm, including
seasonal variations in thase levels. Production levels at
the site are driven by customer requirements which
are in turn dictated by consumers seasonal dermand
for salad products and prevailing weather conditions.
The proposed development will nat alter this position.

3.4 Section 2.4 of this ES addendum provides
further expianation that the developmént applied for
does not lead to the capability for increased
productive capacity on the site, as it does not invalve

any reduction in downtime, any new machines or new
technology to be implemented in the packhause
operations,
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